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removed, they were found to weigh more than thirty-
two thousand ounces, roughly a value of over half a
million dollars in our money.    Many of the most
valuable objects in this temple had, however, been
hidden from the Spaniards and had been secreted in
and about Lurin.    These, as far as is known, have
never been recovered.    The riches contained in the
Temple of the Sun at Cuzco were far greater and
were almost beyond belief.   Were it not that the rec-
ords of the Dons and all contemporaneous accounts,
as well as Pizarro's official reports, agree, we would
be forced to regard the stories of the temple's riches
as the most fanciful fiction.   The amount of loot tak-
en from this temple by the Spaniards in 1535 totaled
more than twelve million dollars in our money, and
this was but a tithe of the treasures which had been
in the temple a short time previous.    Incalculable
amounts of gold,  silver and gems had been taken
away in the vain attempt to ransom Atahualpa, and
even more had been hurriedly removed and hidden to
prevent the sacred objects from falling into the hands
of the invaders.    Some of this hidden treasure was
found by the Spaniards, but much more has never
been recovered.
Among the articles which were eventually found
and shipped to Spain was the immense image of the
sun, a golden disk with silver rays tipped with im-
mense jewels. This was hidden in the Willca Pampa
and, forty years later, was found by accident and was
sent to King Philip II of Spain by the Viceroy Don
Francisco de Toledo, together with a letter dated the
ninth of October, 1572. Another golden sun of much
smaller size was found in the temple and, for a long